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Gloria Soto 
Effective Language Intervention for Children who Use AAC: Optimizing Adult Input 
 
Children with motor speech difficulties who use AAC commonly use limited expressive vocabulary 
in their everyday interactions. This includes difficulties with basic sentence constituents, pronouns, 
verb form elaboration, negative and interrogative sentences, noun phrase elaboration, and 
complex sentences. This workshop will describe: (1) core aspects of language development for 
children who use AAC; (2) key aspects of theory linking language acquisition to language use 
through interpersonal interaction; (3) characteristics of AAC-mediated interactions and its features 
that may support or restrict language learning opportunities; (4)  language assessment; (5) goal 
setting; (6) principles and practices of discourse-based language intervention; and (7) features of 
adult input that maximize language learning for children who use AAC.  

The workshop will include video modeling of intervention strategies, lesson plans for specific 
activities, suggestions for free/low-cost materials, and case examples. 

Dr. Gloria Soto is a Full Professor at San Francisco State University with a joint appointment in the 
Department of Speech, Language and Hearing Sciences and the Department of Special Education. She is also 
the coordinator of the Joint Doctoral Program in Special Education between SFSU and University of 
California, Berkeley. Dr. Soto specializes in augmentative and alternative communication (AAC). Dr. Soto’s 
research focuses on language development and intervention for children and youth who use AAC, inclusive 
educational practices, and the provision of AAC services to children from culturally and linguistically diverse 
backgrounds. Current research projects involve the development of best practices for the equitable provision 
of AAC services to ‘minoritized’ students, and the investigation of discourse based interventions on the 
linguistic skills of children and youth who use AAC. 

Among Dr. Soto’s publications are two books about the provision of AAC services in school settings, 
“Practically Speaking: Language, Literacy, and Academic Development for Students with AAC Needs” and “AAC 

in the Schools: Best Practices for Interventions.” 

 


